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sionary Society ; and there was also a house somewhere
about, close to the Eesidency, where Kirkpatrick was ac-
customed to pass his nights, which was occupied by his
mistress, a native woman of low caste. To this house
was frequently sent a young maiden, the grandchild of a pa lc

Persian gentleman and the grealxi^
who, upon the pretext of the intense heat of the weather,
took to sleeping at the doorway of the balcony where
Kirkpatrick generally lay of a 'night during the particular
hot season. It is needless to say what followed, but it
has been urged, and was so put, as I shall presently show,
to the Governor-General that this girl's seduction was a
political plot connived at by her mother, a noted profligate
and bawd, though the daughter of Akh-ool-Dowlah, a
Persian employed by the Nizam as his agent to Lord
Harris for the transaction of affairs with the British Go-
vernment This Akh-ool-Dowlah, be it mentioned, en
passant, was a jolly character, being devoid of all table-
prejudices, for he used to eat ham and call it English
mutton. Kirkpatrick soon took a real liking to Ehair-
ool-JSTissa, for such was the name of the damsel ; and to
throw decency over the connection, brought her to the
Eesidency, built for her speciafly the Rung Mahal, and
there made the usual public acknowledgment of marriage
according to Mahornmedan ritual, by allowing garlands
to be bound about his brow.

Meanwhile Earkpatrick's enemies were not idle. Judg-
ing from themselves, the natives of India believe that
Englishmen are as readily influenced in public transac-
tions, or rather permit interference in that way, by
women, as in their case. Meer Allum, the Minister, made
serious complaints to the Supreme Government of this
unhappy connection, and represented its evil consequences